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TRAFFIC VERSUS PEOPLE?

CAT chairman, Anne Henshaw, asks: have we really
got our priorities right?

% 0O The results of our
> Go-between study presented
~ at the AGM may seem a long time
ago but the findings are extremely
relevant to the present debate on
—av. congestion along Curzon Street
y @ and the long term policy for
transport and access in Calne.
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The Go-between recommendations include ideas for
bus and taxi priority, co-ordinated taxi sharing, a car
club and travel centre. Read more about it and tell us
whether you agree.

What CAT wants is a successful high-quality central
area which can be used and enjoyed by everyone, not
clogged with traffic and pollution.

Petrol costs raise the stakes

Rising petrol prices, road congestion and economic
changes are forcing the agenda and CAT wants Calne
to be ahead of the game.

Next year will bring us under a new administrative
authority, the Unitary Authority. We want to see this
new authority work with organisations like
CAT so that together we can plan transport and

access for the long term. 6

TREND SETTING MOG ON A COG!

A talented young artist
sent us the witty
cartoon opposite.
Thank you to CH of
Springfields School!

Would you like to paws
for thought and send us
a sketch or photo of a
Transporty CAT for
publication?

SPECIAL FEATURE OVERLEAF: Cycling in

and around Calne: members tell us howitis >

CAT STUDY CHARTS WAY
FORWARD FOR TRANSPORT

Go-between Project uncovers problems,
generates new ideas, makes proposals and asks:

©what do you think?:

Ei/ ' Last winter CAT hired specialists to
independent sounding boards.
Each interview brought a host of ideas

hold extensive interviews with taxi
and practical proposals to improve and expand transport

and bus operators in the presence of
local volunteer observers acting as
provision for ALL local residents to
The main
| ideas included:
d ¢ A Taxi Coordinating Centre to
encourage taxi sharing throughout
"M the day to fill gaps in the bus network
at affordable fares and offer passengers a fully accessible
vehicle which could be shared with other operators.
5 ¢ A Travel Hub that functions as a
multi-modal station for public trans-
port information, joined-up ticketing,
cycle hire, car hire club, booking cen-
tre and comfortable waiting facilities.
¢ A Green Route for buses, taxis
and cyclists to avoid congestion at Curzon Street by enter-
ing via the Pippin and exiting via Harris Court next to
Peddlers bike shop.

The proposals were presented to
CAT" s AGM,
the Town council. They were well
received but they needed to be de-
bated more widely and bring on
board Calne Town Council (the
principle body that will most benefit
from study"s
Tr ot man, proposed that
the Council for their further consideration—an excellent
first step!

FOR MORE PLANS AND DETAILS

More information can be found in our colour
summary. If a copy is not enclosed please get in
touch or find t he brochure
www.GoCalne.org.uk

Please let us know what you think!

See contact details below.

t he

i ncludi nq

recommendatii
CAT" ¢

(

What is CAT?

Calne Area Transport has promoted community interests in transport for the Calne area since 2001.

Sponsors and sup-

porters have included members of Calne Community Area Partnership, Calne Town Council, Community Aggregates Fund, Countryside Agency,
First Great Western, Friends of the Earth Fenella Hibbs Countryside Fund, Government Office for the South West, National Express, North Wilt-
shire District Council, South West Regional Development Agency, and Wiltshire County Council.

All contributions welcome! Please mark material “for publication” and send to The Editor, CAT c/o Wayconsult Associates,

The Old Dairy, Wayside Farm, Etchilhampton, Devizes, Wiltshire, SN10 3JT. E: editor@gocalne.org.uk T:01380 860180 www.gocalne.co.uk
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CAN CALNE AREA BE
MORE PRO-BIKE?

traffic congestion in Calne and a
quarter of climate change gases
coming from transport it makes ‘.:'"b- ~
sense to seriously o e~

consider £=
cycling whenever possible. It is gentle on the environ-
ment, cheap, keeps you fit, and does not require a degree in
reading timetables to get going. With so many benefits why
are not more people cycling in and around Calne? What
would get people dusting down their bikes?
To get people thinking bi K
to four of Calne®"s most exp
from Derry Hill, Geoff Cook from the outskirts of Calne,
Paul Ricketts in Yatesbury and Dennis Price who lives in the
town centre. These intrepid veterans cycle for a host of rea-
sons: for errands in town, to get out into the countryside, to
go Morris dancing, to commute to Swindon, visit nearby
towns to shop, explore the British Isles (the Outer Hebrides
—— even) as well as trips across Iceland, the
Alps, the Pyrenees and to the South of
* | France.

| Freedom!

| All valued the simplicity of getting from A
| to B where and when they wanted without
the hassle of timetables or finding some-
where to park. Keeping fit, the closeness to
the passing countryside, not generating
pollution were sources of personal satisfac-
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tion. “One of the greatest .
Paul, “is that it is quickdgl.
Geoff enjoyed “the feeling
my own ability”

Pet hates

Apart from bad weather each listed some pet hates: Geoff
thought that roads had grown more dangerous. Richard
disliked drivers passing too near, cycling up hills and the
way his village was cut off from the cycle path by the A4.

Dennis who added that the cycle track
towards Avebury is well below standard
(pictured opposite) and should be |
re-constructed and properly maintained.

A challenging hill ahead

F1nd1ng a quiet road can mean a hillier trip. One exam-
ple given by Geoff was the level but busier route to Swin-
don along the A4, turning left through Compton Bassett
and Bushton and onwards. The safer alternative is to
climb up Spirt Hill, over Catcombe and across the main
road at Hil marton to join
same distance but to avoid traffic I have to climb several
hundred feet “Why not ma
'nouYhe t dURyki @®s weked emathsf
€dorhe® cﬂaﬁe?lngs cfin¥e Cdbwn &d specific hBdrds! hd%gs Ay
prams and broken glass on the pavements, but mostly it
came down to traffic and driver attitudes summed up
wryly by Denni s: “ A visito
friendly Continent could easily assume there is a local
policy to stamp out cycling
Solutions usually came down to well designed safe routes
crissing crossing the town. Paul thought that Swindon
was an example of good practice where shared use of
pavements and a network of safe routes has led to an
increase of 25% in cy-
. On
4 the other hand Wilt-
Sshire"s ambi ti
is 2% annual
growth from a low start-
ing point.
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cycle awareness (4) Band together to push for a re-
Vamped shared cycle footpath along the A4 Some of
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“1t"s not too bad for me asg
do worry about novice cycli|s
dazzling undi pped car heaqd
drivers to see things from

nis was irritated by the closure of Cycle Route 4 towards
Chippenham on Thursdays from the beginning of Novem-
ber until the end of February to permit pheasant shooting.
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Visited our improved website yet? &

www.GoCalne.org.uk
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“This is on what is deemed See how [ocal
WANTED:An o ut s tr e t c h e dam!
6 The Spring issue contained man with an outstretched arm what chance do
» Musi ngs" by Ri ¢ hhhaw? IAam linearseateal pasition dnd even if

really struck a chord. There was a

time when I travelled extensively by

Accessible| public transport even though access
bus | was difficult.

Nowadays I am dependent upon a power wheel-
chair. This has been the case since February
2007 and I had just begun to think about using
the bus to go to places like Chippenham. I am
now filled with doubt.

If the bus driver will not stop for an upright

O

Photos and articles: Kate Freeman unless stated otherwise.

my life depended on it I could not adopt a po-
sition with outstretched arm, with either arm.
Ri chard"s compl aint i
heard this complaint. Why is it, in this country,
that a significant minority of people who could
serve the general public are just incapable?
An apology from the Company is simply not
enough. What are they going to do about it?

A concerned Alan Gray
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Ed: Would operators like to have their say?
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