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Getting from A to B… 
 

Everyone needs transport to get from A to 
B.  Whether we use a pair of feet, a wheel 
chair, bike, taxi, bus, train or car matters 
will affect others and our quality of life.  
Too much traffic in Calne spoils beautiful 
countryside, the streets where we live, the 
air we breathe as well as threatening our 
climate.   
 
Walking and cycling are the most 
sustainable forms of transport but vehicles 
when used efficiently are part of a 
sustainable transport system too.   This is 
especially important for Calne where 
people with few or no travel choices need 
to travel further afield for work, goods, 
services, entertainment or see friends. 
 

… and getting it right  
 

Elections are a good time to take stock, 
give candidates an opportunity to think 
afresh and respond to people’s concerns. 

The opportunity  
 

For nearly 10 years Wiltshire has planned 
transport systems around 5-year cycles.  
Transport plans set out a vision for the 
county as well as a programme of local 
schemes with local partners.   
 
Consultation has begun on the third Local 
Transport Plan, and on this occasion the 
process coincides with the advent of new 
Wiltshire Council where all transport and 
planning matters come under one roof. 
 

For the first time 
 

For the first time a team of five newly 
elected members will be joining a Calne 
Community Area Board and directly 
influencing the shape of those plans. 
People in Calne can promote sustainable 
transport plans and ideas for successful 
candidates to take to Wiltshire Council and 
make our case. Calne Area Transport is 
here to help this happen. 

Overleaf are the five transport themes of the day, a list of problems, concerns and  
ideas posed by winning questions received from the public and developed by CAT.  
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The climate is changing, threatening our 
way of life and life itself.  The UK 
Government is committed to reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions by 25% by 
2022, and by 80% by 2050.  
Transport is the fastest growing source of 
climate change gases in the UK: road 
transport alone now accounts for 26% of 
CO2 emissions. 
Travel brings short-term benefits but it is 
costing the earth and our children’s future.   
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Road building is not the answer: it is 
encouraging more traffic and takes away 
precious resources from the alternatives.  
For instance, the proposed A350 Westbury 
Bypass will cost £29.91m - and that does 
not include the extra £4m Wiltshire will 
need in order to work up the scheme.   
Resources need to be spent on a host of 
schemes in Calne and Wiltshire that work 
well for each area and the network.   
Councils need to:  
�  set out ambitious targets to increase 

cycling, walking and public transport  
�  raise awareness of the alternatives and 

identify the gaps   
�  support the local economy so that 

goods travel shorter distances   
�  promote healthier lifestyles for all ages  

A realization that sustainable transport 
choices are not only good for the 
environment but also good for the 
economy and is socially more inclusive. 
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·  Heavy traffic using Oxford Road is 
causing congestion at Curzon Street. 

·  The pavements are too narrow for 
residents, prams, and wheelchairs to 
travel comfortably and safely. 

Traffic is not using Beversbrook bypass 
despite a weight restriction through the 
town centre 
There was no funding for Pilot Area Boards 
to pursue solutions  
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Engineers have considered a range of 
options that need to be consulted on.   
These include:  
�  a one way system using the High 

Street or The Pippin, but where to exit? 
�  traffic lights phased for each direction  
�  closing Curzon Street and re-opening 

the High Street to traffic, but what 
about the impact on pedestrians and 
shops? 

�  better signposting to Beversbrook 
bypass 

�  awareness raising campaign: target 
peak time traffic  
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Although there have been efforts made to 
address traffic problems such as 20mph 
zones in some residential areas, the 
general perception in Calne is that the car 
is king and traffic problems can grow 
uninhibited year on year.  The A4 
dominates in the town and the countryside.  
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There is little evidence in Calne which 
demonstrates that walking, cycling and 
public transport have a high status locally.  
The crossing by the traffic lights at The 
Strand/New Road is not pedestrian friendly 
and traffic is disrupted by congestion 
caused by bunched up buses or buses 
pulling out.  
Bus fares are expensive, particularly for 
young people yet there is lashings of free 
car parking.  There is only one taxi rank at 
some distance from the supermarkets, and 
no bus station.   
15% of households in Calne area do not 
have a car. Slightly over 40% of 
households have one car, a proportion of 
which are likely to rely on non-car modes 
during normal working hours.  
Travel to work: over 2,000 people travel to 
Calne and about 5,500 travel outside 
Calne to work: a total of 7,500 commuting 
trips.  The highest number travel to/from 
Chippenham and Swindon area, but 56% 
commute to/from Wootten Bassett and 
Cricklade, Devizes, Melksham, Corsham, 
Marlborough, Bath, London and beyond. 

 
Calne is well connected by road, but bus 
routes do not reflect the diverse commuting 
patterns thereby reducing the choice of 
employment and training for those without 
a car or unable to drive.    
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A sustainable transport plan for Calne  
area with direct assistance from local 
residents, parish and town councils, 
businesses and schools which identifies 
the gaps, problems and solutions. 
Introduce parking charges to contribute 
towards solutions and encourage use of 
alternatives: sends the right message. 
Evidence has shown that 20% of car 
drivers would choose not to drive if credible 
alternatives existed. 

The number of non-car or one-car 
households suggests that the market for 
non-car modes (including organised lift 
giving) is greater than is currently being 
provided for. 
The new Council is now planning and 
transport authority which puts it in a 
stronger position to negotiate from 
developers kick-start money for public 
transport and greater investment in highly 
specified sustainable transport 
infrastructure as well as local facilities. 
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Road conditions are generally off-putting to 
cyclists and causes a great deal of 
frustration among cyclists.  Speeding traffic 
and lorries cause nervous cyclists to cycle 
on pavements which is unpopular with 
pedestrians. 
Traffic along the A4 travels fast and the 
paths alongside are not maintained.  It is 
extremely dangerous to cycle along the 
road and impossible to cycle continuously 
along the pavement. 
The cycle path between Calne and 
Avebury sometimes collapses due to 
floodwater running down hill. 
In 1995 daily journeys to work by cycle 
were 5.5% but declined to 3.7% in 2001.  
No statistics are currently available for 
Calne but the county target is to increase 
cycling by 2% over its own baseline 
measured in 2003 by 2010/11. In effect this 
is a target for a fractional increase of its 
modal share over a five year period.   
Action for cyclists is very modest.  A plan 
for a network of cycle routes through Calne 
town centre was produced in 1998 and 
later costed for the Local Transport Plan 
1999/00 - 2005/06.  This was never 
progressed and subsequently abandoned. 
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Greater ambition!  Double the number of 
cyclists in the next 5-year period. 
Promote fitness benefits of cycling and 
walking in town and countryside. 
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Main reason for not cycling: danger 
(especially from lorries) and lack of 
infrastructure.  Increase the number of 
dedicated cycle routes from the town 
centre to schools and places of work.   
Dedicated cycle lanes, segregated from 
traffic on the A4 towards the villages.  
The council needs to work with brave and 
timid cyclists together to resurrect the cycle 
network plan and identify necessary action.  
�
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People on the outskirts of Calne and in the 
villages are dissatisfied with public 
transport because it is unreliable, 
infrequent particularly at evenings and 
weekends, journeys take too long, do not 
go to where they need to go, and fares are 
excessively expensive and poor value for 
money. 
Young people want later services: they 
finish far too early for clubs and 
entertainment and they cannot get to the 
leisure centre.     
It is difficult for older people to get from one 
side of the town to the other without 
changing and long waits.   
The Calne Taxibus was cut off last March 
after barely 12 months without a review 
involving service users.   
People in wheel chairs who are entitled to 
concessionary fares cannot use low floor 
buses reliably in both directions.   
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The No55 Stagecoach service shows what 
can be achieved if frequency is increased.  
With greater intelligence gathering about 
other destinations the network could be 
built up more densely with smaller 
vehicles. 
A similar model of frequency to the No 55 
could be achieved if an appropriate town 
and village service were developed, 
strongly marketed and feeds into the inter-
urban network. 
Without a market for a mass transit system 
taxi sharing has to be the way forward for 

very local journeys.  The Taxibus needs to 
be restored as a proper 5-year project with 
periodic reviews to improve the efficiency 
and effectiveness of the service. 
It takes time to establish and build up a 
new service and network: Wiltshire needs 
to be more ambitious, identify imaginative 
schemes and apply for Department for 
Transport kick-start money this year (the 
criteria permit rural initiatives).  
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There is no railway or bus station to act as 
a transport focus for the town.  Information 
at the main bus stops is not in real time 
and the bus terminus in the Strand is some 
distance from the shops, the toilets and 
areas where most people congregate. 
There is an oversupply of parking in Calne 
and there are areas behind Harris Court 
that are ripe for development.  
Societies want to share evening taxis but 
need to be put in touch with each other. 
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A small transport station  that provides up 
to the minute travel information, help with 
journey planning, cycle hire and serves bus 
passengers, taxis, people who want to join 
a car club, and taxi share schemes.   
A transport hub could offer travel 
brokerage for taxi sharing, have a kiosk, 
internet café and be monitored by CCTV.    
The transport centre could be 
architecturally as iconic as Calne library to 
inspire people to pay a visit.   


